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RESOLUTION NO. 23-02-11

A RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE COUNCIL OF ISLAMORADA, 
VILLAGE OF ISLANDS, FLORIDA, REQUESTING THAT THE 
MONROE COUNTY LAND AUTHORITY PRIORITIZE 
PURCHASE OF THE ATTACHED LIST OF PROPERTIES WITHIN 
THE VILLAGE FOR THE PURPOSES OF HABITAT PROTECTION 
AND CONSERVATION, AS WELL AS DENSITY REDUCTION 
WHICH REDUCES THE POTENTIAL FOR OTHER ISSUES 
WITHIN THE VILLAGE AND RESELL THE PROPERTIES TO THE 
STATE OF FLORIDA, FLORIDA FOREVER PROGRAM; 
PROVIDING FOR TRANSMITTAL OF THIS RESOLUTION TO 
THE LAND AUTHORITY; AND PROVIDING FOR AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE

WHEREAS, Islamorada, Village of Islands (the "Village"), is located within the Florida 

Keys, a designated Area of Critical State Concern; and

WHEREAS, the Village Council of Islamorada (the "Village Council") is elected to 

represent the best interests of Village residents; and

WHEREAS, the Comprehensive Plan for the Village requires that the Village acquire, 

protect, conserve, and restore properties within its jurisdiction for the purposes of habitat 

conservation; and

WHEREAS, the Village has purchased or otherwise acquired a substantial number of 

parcels for the purposes of habitat conservation amongst other public purposes; and

WHEREAS, particularly, the Village owns sixty-eight parcels and manages an additional 

4 parcels in public ownership strictly for the purpose of conservation and habitat protection; 

and

WHEREAS, the Village has identified 38 parcels, in no particular priority, that 

represent the most important pieces of property for conservation and habitat protection 
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remaining in private ownership within the Village; and

WHEREAS, there are multiple reasons for selecting the parcels identified, including 

but not limited to critical habitat protection, limited potential for development under the 

Village's Land Development Regulations, some limited opportunity for recreational use, infill 

to other conservation and land management efforts, and minimization of other potential 

issues; and

WHEREAS, the parcels suggested for purchase sum to a total of approximately 71 

acres with a range in size from approximately one tenth of an acre to as large as 20.25 acres, 

and with the average parcel size being 1.87 acres; and

WHEREAS, the parcels suggested for purchase contain the following habitats listed 

from greatest acreage to least acreage: Hammock, Mangrove, Buttonwood, Water; and

WHEREAS, the total taxable value of the parcels suggested for purchase based on 

2022 Monroe County Property Appraiser values, is approximately $7,986,558 with a minimum 

value of $99, a maximum taxable value of $1,593,396, and an average taxable value of 

$210,173; and

WHEREAS, the parcels suggested for purchase are on the current Florida Forever 

purchase list, and thus would typically be prioritized for purchase by the State and Monroe 

County Land Authority; and

WHEREAS, the Village requests that the Monroe County Land Authority pre-acquire 

the parcels and subsequently resell them to the State of Florida through the Florida Forever Program 

based on a concerted effort to purchase the parcels and as funding is available.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE VILLAGE COUNCIL OF ISLAMORADA, 
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VILLAGE OF ISLANDS, FLORIDA, AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1. The above recitals are true and correct and incorporated into this 

Resolution by this reference.

Section 2.  The Village Council of Islamorada, Village of Islands requests that the 

Monroe County Land Authority pre-acquire parcels within the Village, as identified in Exhibit 

A, and resell them to the State of Florida, Florida Forever Program, for the purposes of critical habitat 

protection, elimination of potential for development under the Village's Land Development 

Regulations, some limited opportunity for recreational use, infill to other conservation and land 

management efforts, and minimization of potential issues.

Section 3. The Village further requests that land acquired be transferred to the 

Village for management by the Village, if the State of Florida will not manage the land 

acquired.

Section 4. Transmittal.  The Village Council hereby directs that a copy of this 

Resolution be transmitted to the Executive Director of the Land Authority and any other 

appropriate parties as soon as possible.

Section 5. Effective Date.  This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon 

adoption.

Motion to adopt by Council Member Mark Gregg, seconded by Vice Mayor Sharon Mahoney.
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