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The Connection Process 
 
The Islamorada, Village of Islands Utilities Manager will be the initiator and facilitator for the service 
connection program for each of the wastewater collection system projects under Islamorada jurisdiction.  
If you have any questions regarding this project, please call the Utilities Manager at 305-664-2345. 
 
A wastewater treatment plant is currently under construction in North Plantation Key.  This plant will 
process wastewater from the service area shown on the attached Map 1.  The service area is divided into 
two phases, Phase I and Phase II.  Central sewer service will become available to the Phase I area 
(Plantation Key Colony) in the spring of 2006.  The Phase II area has been divided into four sections, 
Sections A – D, as shown on the attached plan titled Map 2.  Based on construction progress, Section A 
may be ready for connections in the spring of 2006.  Sections B, C and D will follow in sequence.  
Contractually, all Phase II construction is scheduled for completion by the spring of 2007.   
 
By Section 62.1 of the Village’s Code of Ordinances, within 30 days of the date that an owner is notified 
that a phase of the Village’s utility system is available for connection, the owner must connect their home 
wastewater discharge plumbing to the Village central sewer system.  Billing will begin 31 days after 
notification to connect, whether the connection has been made or not.  It is anticipated that Phase I and 
Phase II Section A homeowners will begin receiving notice of availability in the spring of 2006. 
 
Each homeowner is encouraged to plan ahead so that the 30-day deadline can be met.  Many of the 
required activities can be completed before the notification to connect is received, including planning and 
hiring a contractor to perform the work.  It may also be possible to perform most of the trenching and pipe 
installation ahead of time, depending on whether or not the new trenching would interfere with your 
existing septic system.  The final connection between your home and the new building discharge sewer 
piping cannot be made prior to receipt of the notification to connect.  
 
It is highly recommended that homeowners contact licensed professionals as early as possible to begin 
planning the work to be accomplished.  Professionals that may do the work include licensed plumbing 
contractors, general contractors, building contractors, residential contractors and underground utility and 
excavation contractors.  All contractors must be licensed with the State and registered with the Village.   
 
The suggested minimum tasks each owner should take:  
 
Plan Route: Personally, or with the assistance of your chosen contractor, evaluate the most economical 
and practical route from the sewer pipe leaving the building to the central system lateral pipe.  The 
stubbed out central sewer system lateral pipe tie in location will be marked by a painted 2 x 4 board 
placed in the ground near the right-of-way line. 
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Plumbing and Contracting Quotes:  Contact one or more licensed local plumbers or contractors to get a 
competitive price to do the work and discuss routing possibilities.  When getting a price, clarify in writing 
if it includes trenching, plumbing, landscaping, concrete, asphalt restoration, septic tank abandonment and 
any other necessary tasks required to complete the connection.  Ensure that the plumber/contractor 
commits to completing the work by the date required.  Refer to the attached Questions for Contractors 
checklist.  Call the Building Services Department to verify that the plumber/contractor is registered with 
the Village to do this type of work. 
 
Abandonment Quotes:  Unless the plumber/contractor has specifically included “on-site sewage system 
abandonment” in his quotation, it will be necessary to contact a State Licensed Plumber or Septic Tank 
Contractor to arrange for proper removal of the existing septic tank or cesspit from service.  Per Florida 
Administrative Code 64E-6.011, “On-site sewage system abandonment” involves getting a Department of 
Health permit (included as a part of the Village's fast track permit application), pumping the sewage from 
the tank, rupturing the tank bottom or collapsing the tank, and filling with clean sand or other suitable 
material, and covering it with soil.  The alternative would be to remove the tank.  The Village of 
Islamorada and the Department of Health require that abandonment of the septic tank be completed 
within 90 days of the date of connection to the sewer system.  
 
Tasks related to constructing the connection between your home or building and the central sewer 
system: 
 
Obtain Building Permit:  If not included in your contractor’s quote, you will need to get a building 
permit from the Village Building Services Department.  The fee for this permit is $79.  A copy of the 
Village permit application is included in this package and is also available on the Village website 
(http://www.islamorada.fl.us/).  For permitting questions call the Village Building Services Department at 
305-664-2345.  
 
Construction and Inspections:  Once the permit is obtained, construction may begin.  Village Inspectors 
must be called to inspect aspects of the construction.  Typically, your plumber/contractor will call the 
Village and coordinate the inspection process.  The sequence of construction and inspections is as 
follows: 
 
1.  Trench and install the gravity sewer discharge piping from the building to the vacuum chamber, 
without connecting either end to the house or to the chamber.  Call for an inspection while the trench is 
still open and the piping visible.  Refer to the attached drawing titled Detail 1 for required construction 
specifications, and to the attachment titled Construction Information for additional technical details. 
2.  After passing the first inspection, the pipe can be connected to the vacuum chamber.  This step must be 
performed by a licensed plumber.  With permission from the Village inspector or Utilities Manager, it 
may be possible to make this connection prior to receipt of the notification to connect.  After this 
connection is made, call the Village for an inspection.   
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3.  Once you have received the Village’s notification to connect indicating that the central sewer system is 
operational, your home or building can be connected to the new discharge piping.  This step finalizes your 
connection to the central sewer system.  This connection must also be inspected. 
4.  Abandon the septic system within 90 days of connection.  This step requires an inspection, which will 
also be your Final Inspection.  The Final Inspection may be combined with the inspection required under 
step 3, above. 
5.  Complete restoration. 

 
Each homeowner has the option of arranging all of the above items well in advance.  All of the work 
except for final connection of the home to the central system lateral and abandonment of the on-site septic 
system may be done in advance of connection notification.  The final connection may take place as soon 
as the collection system becomes operational and the notification to connect is received by the 
homeowner.  Billing will begin 31 days after your notification to connect, even if you have not connected 
yet.  
 
Note:   
It is imperative that rocks and debris not be allowed to enter the building sewer or lateral piping during 
the connection process.  If this occurs, very serious and expensive damage can result to the collection 
system.  Problems with the sanitary sewer due to rocks and debris in the system may not be obvious 
immediately.  It is also imperative that groundwater not be allowed to enter the gravity piping and 
subsequently the vacuum chamber during the connection process.  The property owner’s contractor will 
be responsible for maintaining a continuously dry trench during the connection to the vacuum chamber 
using appropriate dewatering methods.  Failure to use due care in the installation of the lateral connection 
may result in damage to the vacuum system and the homeowner will be responsible for all costs 
associated with repairs to the vacuum system due to negligence.  Please notify the Village promptly if 
anything does enter the pit piping so remedial action can be taken.    
 

The following documents are attached to assist you: 
• Frequently Asked Questions 
• Service Area Map (Map 1) 
• Phase II Sections A – D Map (Map 2) 
• Questions for Contractors (Questions for homeowners to consider when hiring a 

contractor) 
• Connection Detail 
• Permit Application 
• Construction Information (For contractors or homeowners who plan to do some of the 

work themselves) 
 



Frequently Asked Questions 
 



FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT CENTRAL SEWER 
 
1. When a central sewer system becomes available, do I have to connect?  
Yes, pursuant to Section 62.1 of the Village Code and Chapter 99-395, Laws of Florida, you are required 
to connect to the system within 30 days of the date of notification that the system is available.  The 
Village billing will begin billing you 31 days after notification whether you are connected or not.  We 
encourage homeowners to contact plumbers as soon as possible, and to have the trenching and pipe 
installation done ahead of time so that the transition to the central sewer system can be made as smooth as 
possible.  
 
2. Are there any exceptions to this requirement?  
No.  Connection is mandatory for anyone receiving official notification that service is available to the 
property.  Failure to comply as required in the ordinance may result in code enforcement procedures 
against the property owner. 
 
3. Am I allowed to connect before I receive notification? 
You will be unable to connect to the central sewer system until the central sewer collection system is 
completed and tested, and the treatment plant is ready to receive waste.  At that time you will receive 
notice to connect from the Village.  You may (and are encouraged to) begin contacting licensed 
plumbers/contractors and determine routing for your building sewer system immediately.  As soon as you 
obtain the required permits, you may begin the process of excavating and installing the building sewer 
system.  Nearly all of the piping on your property can be installed and tested in advance to avoid the rush.    
 
4. What happens if the electric power at the treatment plant goes off? 
A stand-by generator will power the treatment plant.  Vacuum collection systems are powered by vacuum 
created at the plant so the system will operate without interruption.   
 
5. What happens if the collection system gets plugged or otherwise stops functioning? 
After the homes are connected to the central sewer system and the system is operational, a Village 
contracted operator will be on duty at all times to handle emergencies.  The Village will provide an 
emergency phone number at a later date.  The Village operator will investigate to see if the problem is in 
the collection system or on your property.  Prior to final connection of the home to the system, the 
homeowner is responsible for the home system up to the central sewer connection point.  After the home 
is connected to the central sewer and the system has been in operation, the homeowner is responsible for 
the portion of the system on your property.  If the problem is on your property, you will have to arrange to 
remedy the situation.  If the problem is in the central sewer system, the Village operator will be 
responsible for resolving the problem.   
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6. May I put in my own "building sewer" (pipe from house to roadside collection point)  
instead of hiring a plumber? 
If you are the owner of the property, you may dig the trench and/or install the pipe yourself.  You will still 
require a construction permit and an inspection from the appropriate building official to insure that the 
installation meets plumbing code requirements and any special requirements of the collection system.  
You will still need a licensed plumber/contractor to make the final connections to the central sewer and 
house, and for the septic tank abandonment.   
 
7. May I keep my existing septic tank as a backup? 
No.  By law, at a minimum the septic tank will need to be pumped out, the bottom will need to be broken, 
and it will need to be filled with an approved material (sand, gravel, common fill, etc.).  The alternative 
would be to remove the tank.  Any variance to these requirements must be authorized by the Department 
of Health. 
 
8. There is no reasonable way to get heavy equipment to my septic tank/cesspit location. 

How am I supposed to fill it in? 
"Flowable fill” (sand and water slurry, usually with some cement to firm it quickly) can be pumped from 
the roadway to the pit location through a hose. 
 
9. May I do the septic tank/cesspit abandonment myself? 
The Village and the Monroe County Health Department (MCHD) require that you have a State Licensed 
Plumber or Septic Tank Contractor do the abandonment work. 
 
10. What if my septic tank/cesspit is under my house?  Do I have to jack hammer holes in the 

floor to fill it? 
The Monroe County Health Department should be consulted in that situation.  If you suspect that your 
septic tank/cesspit is located under your home, we suggest you contact the Health Department as soon as 
possible for additional information. 
 
11. Where can I get more information about the Village central sewer system connection program? 
Call the Utilities Manager at (305) 664-2345. 
 



 

North Plantation Key Phase I and Phase II 
Service Areas (Map 1) 





 
Phase II Service Area (Map 2) 



Questions for Contractors 


