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The Winn-Dixie grocery store on Big Pine Key alone went through 2.5 million single-use
plastic bags in one year, according to local environmentalists pushing a campaign called
"Got Your Bags?"

The Winn-Dixie is one of six grocery stores in the Lower Keys and multiple corner stores
that give plastic bags to their customers every day. In an effort to reduce the use of these
plastic bags, the Monroe County Commission approved a resolution supporting two state
bills, H.B. 661 and S.B. 966, that setup a pilot program that would allow local
municipalities to ban the use of disposable plastic bags. Local governments are currently
prohibited from banning the use of single-use bags.

The two-year pilot program would regulate or ban disposable plastic bags for cities with
populations below 100,000. County commissioners said Wednesday that they wanted to
make sure the bills included county governments as well as local city governments. The
program would begin Jan. 1, 2016 and run until June 30, 2018.

"This allows us to act," said County Commissioner Heather Carruthers, who sponsored
the resolution.

"We need to take this as far as we can," County Commissioner Sylvia Murphy added.
"This has to stop."

Last month, the Key West City Commission passed a similar resolution in support of the
state bills.

Lower Keys resident Deb Curlee has been working with the "Got Your Bags" initiative
since 2011 with the goal of weaning local grocery stores off reusable plastic bags. The
average person uses 500 plastic bags a year, Curlee said. Since 2012, she and others
have given away 3,000 reusable grocery bags in front of local grocery stores.

"The chain grocery stores are on board, but their hands are tied," Curlee said.

The plastic bags wind up in the ocean and can harm marine life, such as sea turtles,
Florida Keys environmentalists say.

A decade ago, the Key West-based grocery store Fausto's ended its use of plastic bags,
and instead offers paper bags and sells reusable cloth bags.
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The 2012 Florida Statutes

Title XXIX Chapter 403
PUBLIC HEALTH ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL

403.7033 Departmental analysis of particular recyclable materials.—The Legislature finds that prudent
regulation of recyclable materials is crucial to the ongoing welfare of Florida’s ecology and economy. As
such, the Department of Environmental Protection shall undertake an analysis of the need for new or
different regulation of auxiliary containers, wrappings, or disposable plastic bags used by consumers to
carry products from retail establishments. The analysis shall include input from state and local
government agencies, stakeholders, private businesses, and citizens, and shall evaluate the efficacy and
necessity of both statewide and local regulation of these materials. To ensure consistent and effective
implementation, the department shall submit a report with conclusions and recommendations to the
Legislature no later than February 1, 2010. Until such time that the Legislature adopts the
recommendations of the department, no local government, local governmental agency, or state
government agency may enact any rule, regulation, or ordinance regarding use, disposition, sale,
prohibition, restriction, or tax of such auxiliary containers, wrappings, or disposable plastic bags.

History.—s. 96, ch. 2008-227.
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