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Council Communication

To: Mayor and Village Council

From: Roget V. Bryan, Village Attorney

Date: June 26, 2014

SUBJECT: ORDINANCE AMENDING THE VILLAGE CODE TO ADOPT
STANDARDS FOR STREETS AND ROADWAYS WITHIN THE
VILLAGE OF ISLAMORADA

Background:

In November 2013, the Village Council had preliminary discussions regarding the conveyance of
private roads to the Village. The backdrop for the discussion was the ongoing construction of the
Village central wastewater system which includes the trenching and subsequent repaving of roads
and streets within the Village. As part of that project, the Village Council has approved the
restoration of all roads to at least the condition existing prior to the impact of wastewater
construction. Consequently, both public and private roads that were paved before wastewater
construction are slated for repaving while roadways that are unpaved are to be restored to pre-
existing condition, but will remain unpaved.

Another key component of this discussion was an analysis of existing public roadways within the
Village as well as an inventory of private roads and their existing standards.  Staff has determined
that prior to the Village accepting conveyance of a private roadway, an analysis should be
conducted to (a) determine the cost of bringing such private roadway up to the standard for public
roadways within Monroe County, as well as (b) to project the future annual cost of maintaining
such roadway after conveyance to the Village.

At the January 9, 2014 regular meeting of the Village Council, staff was given direction to come
back with an Ordinance adopting the Monroe County standards for streets and roadways within the
Village. The Village Attorney clarified that the standards from the Monroe County code, which the
Village has adopted as its own, would be formally codified into the Village code by adoption of
the requisite Ordinance.

Analysis:
The proposed Ordinance would adopt current Monroe County standards for roads within the
Village.  Subsequent to the passage and adoption of this Ordinance, staff will bring back
appropriate policies and procedures for accepting private roads for consideration by the Village
Council.



Page 2 of 2

Budget Impact:
The proposed ordinance has no anticipated budget impact.

Staff Impact:
Adoption of the proposed ordinance would have no anticipated impact on existing staff.

Recommendation:
It is recommended that the Village Council approve the proposed Ordinance on first reading.



ORDINANCE NO. ____

AN ORDINANCE OF ISLAMORADA, VILLAGE OF ISLANDS,
FLORIDA, AMENDING CHAPTER 50 “STREETS, SIDEWALKS
AND OTHER PUBLIC PLACES”, ARTICLE I “IN GENERAL” OF
THE VILLAGE CODE BY CREATING SECTION 50-2 ENTITLED
“STREETS” TO ADOPT MONROE COUNTY STANDARDS FOR
STREETS AND ROADS WITHIN THE VILLAGE; PROVIDING
FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION IN THE
CODE; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE

WHEREAS, upon its incorporation, Islamorada, Village of Islands (the “Village”) accepted the

transfer of public streets and roads within the Village limits from Monroe County; and

WHEREAS, by adoption of the Monroe County code, the Village adopted Monroe County

construction and design standards as its own; and

WHEREAS, the Village provides for ongoing maintenance and upgrade of public roadways as

part of the Capital Improvement Element of the Village Comprehensive Plan; and

WHEREAS, as part of the planning process for capital improvements, the Village desires to

specifically adopt the Monroe County standards for public roadways within the Village; and

WHEREAS, the Village Council hereby finds and declares that the adoption of this Ordinance is

necessary, appropriate and in the best interests of the Village and its residents.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE VILLAGE COUNCIL OF

ISLAMORADA, VILLAGE OF ISLANDS, FLORIDA, AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Recitals. The above recitals are true and correct and are incorporated herein by

this reference.

Section 2. Amendments to the Code. Chapter 50 entitled “Streets, Sidewalks and Other

Public Places”, Article I “In General”, Section 50-2 entitled “Streets” is hereby created as follows:

Additional text is shown as underlined; deleted text is shown as strikethrough
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Article I. In General

Sec. 50-2 Streets.

(a) The arrangement, character, extent, width, grade and location of all streets shall conform
to all the Village plans and shall be considered in relation to existing and planned streets,
topographical conditions, public convenience and safety, and in their appropriate relation
to the proposed uses of the land to be served by such streets.

(b) Right-of-way shall be provided and dedicated to the public in accordance with the
following:
(1) State roads: as determined by the Florida Department of Transportation;
(2) Secondary roads and streets: Fifty (50) feet, with twenty-five (25) feet on either

side of centerline.

(c) Roads and streets shall be located to provide access to all adjoining land at intervals of not
more than one-quarter mile (1,320 feet) unless blocked by a natural obstacle. Access to all
adjoining property must be provided by the developer at his expense if any of the
developer's actions block natural or existing access.

(d) Names of subdivisions, roads and streets previously used for subdivisions within the
Village shall not be given to new subdivisions. Roads and streets that form extensions, or
are located along the general projections of existing roads and streets, shall be named after
the existing roads and streets.

(e) Street markers and traffic-control signs shall be installed at the expense of the developer in
accordance with the Village code.

(f) The arrangement of streets in a subdivision shall either:

(1) Provide for the continuance or appropriate projection of existing principal streets
in surrounding areas; or

(2) Conform to a plan for the neighborhood to meet a particular situation where
topographical or other conditions make continuance or conformance to existing
streets impracticable.

(g) Minor streets shall be laid out to discourage their use by through traffic.

(h) Where a subdivision abuts or contains existing or proposed arterial streets, the county
engineer may require marginal-access streets, reverse frontage with screen planting contained in
a non-access reservation along the rear property line, deep lots with rear service alleys, or such
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other treatment as may be necessary for adequate protection of residential properties and to
afford separation of through and local traffic.

(i) Reserve strips controlling access to streets shall be prohibited except where under the
control of the Village.

(j) Streets with centerline offsets of less than one hundred and twenty five (125) feet at
points of intersection with other streets shall be avoided where possible.

(k) A tangent of at least one hundred (100) feet shall be introduced between reverse curves
on arterial and collector streets if required by the Village.

(l) When connecting street lines deflect from each other at any one point by more than ten
degrees, they shall be connected by a curve with a radius adequate to ensure a sight
distance of not less than three hundred (300) feet for minor and collector streets, and of
such greater radii as the Planning Director or his/her designee shall determine for special
cases.

(m) Streets shall be laid out so as to intersect as nearly as possible at right angles, and no
street shall intersect any other street at less than 80 degrees.

(n) Property lines at street intersections shall be rounded with a minimum radius of twenty-
five (25) feet, or a greater radius where the Village may deem it necessary. The Village
may permit comparable cutoffs or chords in place of rounded corners.

(o) Half-streets shall be prohibited, except where essential to the reasonable development of
the subdivision in conformity with the other requirements of this article, and where the
county engineer finds it will be practicable to require the dedication of the other half
when the adjoining property is subdivided. Wherever a half-street is adjacent to a tract to
be subdivided, the other half of the street shall be platted within such tract.

(p) Dead-end streets, designed to be so permanently, shall be provided at the closed end with
a turnaround having an outside roadway diameter of at least seventy (70) feet, and a street
property line diameter of at least 100 feet, or may be provided with a "T" type turnaround
as may be approved per the Planning Department.

(q) Street grades, including bridge approaches, shall not exceed six (6%) percent and shall
include properly designed vertical curves.

(r) Paved roads and streets shall be paved at least twenty (20) feet wide on a minimum base
width of twenty-two (22) feet and a minimum subgrade width of twenty-four (24) feet, all
as required by the Village code.
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(s) Stabilized shoulders seven feet wide shall be provided for public parking and safety
alongside roads and streets.

(t) The minimum crown elevation of all roads and streets in the county shall be plus 4.0 msl.

Section 3. Repeal of Conflicting Provisions. The Provisions of the Village Code and all

Ordinances or parts of Ordinances in conflict with the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby repealed.

Section 4. Severability. The provisions of this Ordinance are declared to be severable and

if any sentence, section, clause or phrase of this Ordinance shall for any reason be held to be invalid or

unconstitutional, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining sentences, sections, clauses

or phrases of the Ordinance but they shall remain in effect it being the legislative intent that this

Ordinance shall stand notwithstanding the invalidity of any part.

Section 5. Inclusion in the Code. It is the intention of the Village Council and it is hereby

ordained the provisions of this Ordinance shall become and be made part of the Village Code, that

sections of this Ordinance may be renumbered or re-lettered to accomplish such intentions, and that the

word “Ordinance” shall be changed to “Section” or other appropriate word.

Section 6. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall become effective immediately upon

adoption.

The foregoing Ordinance was offered by , who moved its adoption on first

reading.  This motion was seconded by , and upon being put to a vote, the vote was

as follows:
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Mayor Ted Blackburn ______

Vice Mayor Deb Gillis ______

Councilman Mike Forster ______

Councilman Ken Philipson ______

Councilman Dave Purdo ______

PASSED on the first reading this ___ day of _____________, 2014.

The foregoing Ordinance was offered by , who moved its adoption on first
reading.  This motion was seconded by , and upon being put to a vote, the vote was
as follows:

Mayor Ted Blackburn ______

Vice Mayor Deb Gillis ______

Councilman Mike Forster ______

Councilman Ken Philipson ______

Councilman Dave Purdo ______

PASSED AND ADOPTED on the second reading this ___ day of _____________, 2014.

___________________________________
TED BLACKBURN, MAYOR

ATTEST:

__________________________________________
KELLY TOTH, VILLAGE CLERK

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGALITY
FOR THE USE AND BENEFIT OF
ISLAMORADA, VILLAGE OF ISLANDS ONLY

_________________________________________
ROGET V. BRYAN, VILLAGE ATTORNEY
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