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To:    
 

Mayor and Village Council 

From: 
 

Edward Koconis, AICP, Village Manager 
 

Date: 
 

May 1, 2012 

SUBJECT: 
 

DISCUSSION REGARDING SUBMITTALS BY PROFESSIONAL 
FEDERAL LOBBYING SERVICES FIRMS 

 
Background: 
On February 22, 2012, the Village advertised a Request for Qualifications (RFQ) for 
Professional Federal Lobbying Services. The intent is to negotiate a contract with a highly 
qualified firm to represent the Village’s interests before the United States Congress and other 
federal entities especially for those issues related to wastewater and related funding matters.  
 
The deadline for submittals was 3:00 PM, March 7, 2012. The Village received seven responses, 
which were opened by the Village Clerk. The memorandum documenting the RFQ opening is 
provided as Attachment B. 
 
The Village Manager reviewed the seven responses to the RFQ and chose the four firms he 
determined to be the most highly qualified to perform the required services as outlined in the 
RFQ and requested the Village Attorney and the Village’s State Lobbyist serve with the 
Manager on the Professional Federal Lobbying Services Selection Committee (the 
“Committee”). The Committee met on April 5th and interviewed Mercury Clark & Weinstock, 
The Ferguson Group and Marlowe & Company. The Committee also determined that it 
concurred with the Village Manager’s selection of the four firms to interview from the 
original seven.  The Committee subsequently met on April 12th to complete the interview of 
Alcade & Fay. The Committee determined that all four firms would be suitable for the 
Village, but did rank one firm as its highest ranked.  
 
At the April 23, 2012 Village Council meeting, the Village Manager advised the Council of 
the Committee’s recommendations and sought input from the Village Council to determine if 
the Council wanted to interview one or more of the four firms. The Council advised that they 
would first review the four firms written proposals and advise the Village Manager which 
firms to invite for an in person interview. The Village Manager is seeking direction from the 
Village Council regarding the next step in the process as to which firms to invite for an 
interview with the Council. 
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Analysis: 
The firm recommended by the Professional Federal Lobbying Services Selection Committee is 
Alcade & Fay, Government and Public Affairs Consultants. 

Budget Impact: 
An Agreement for Professional Federal Lobbying Services to include both general government 
and wastewater lobbying efforts would include compensation for services. Lobbying services are 
not allowable capital costs under the Village’s Wastewater Assessment for the Remaining 
Service Areas and there are no other sources of funding available in the Wastewater Utility 
Enterprise Fund at this time. As a result, compensation for lobbying services would be funded 
from the General Fund – Village Council department budget.  The compensation amount and the 
source of the funds would need to be determined and a budget amendment would be included in 
a resolution approving an agreement for Professional Federal Lobbying Services. 
 
Staff Impact: 
Staff impact would be determined by the direction provided by the Village Council. 

Recommendation: 
It is recommended that the Village Council provide direction to the Village Manager regarding 
moving forward with the process of hiring a Professional Federal Lobbying Firm. 

 


